Ponder regs for affodable housing law

By DAVID AMBRO

The Smithtown Planning Department
is promulgating regulations aimed at
complying with the Long Island Work
Force Housing Act enacted last year
by the New York State Legislature and
signed into law by Governor David
Paterson.

The legislation mandates that 10
percent of residential developments—
single family homes, rentalapartments,
condominiums or cooperatives—of five
units or more is required to include
10 percent of the units as affordable
workforce housing. The Act, which
includes  Assemblyman  Michael
Fitzpatrick (R-Smithtown) as one of its
sponsors, was approved June 4, 2008
and signed by Governor Paterson
August 5, 2008.

Smithtown Planning Director Frank
DeRubeis said during an interview at
Town Hall Tuesday, January 12 that
so far three Smithtown subdivisions

have been subject of the act and
its implementation has become
problematic. The three development
projects that have fallen under the
control of the law are a five-unit
residential subdivision of single
family homes on one acre lots in Fort
Salonga; 23 single family homes on
half-acre lots on the Raliegh Farm in
Kings Park; and, the 20-unit Indian
Crest condominium development off
Old Northport Road in Kings Park.
According to Mr. DeRubeis there
is a provision in the law that allows
builders to opt out of the work force
housing requirement if they pay into
a work force housing reserve fund
established by the town. The town is
restricted to spend the money only on
the development of work force housing.
The town will forfeit the money to the
county if it is not spent in two years.
“It’s not the way I would have written
a law like this,” Mr. DeRubeis said.
With questions and concerns

about the legislation coming up, Mr.
DeRubeis said that the town planning
staff has prepared a report outlining
propose regulations for implementing
the law. He said the regulations now
have to be presented to and discussed
by the town board before they will be
implemented.

“The bottom line of all of this, in my
opinion as a municipal planner, is that
the best way to meet the objectives of
this legislation is to reinvest this money
in housing in our downtown districts,”
Mr. DeRubeis said. He added, however,
that such an approach is a policy
decision that has to be discussed and
decided upon by the town board.

According to Mr. DeRubeis the
planning department intends to
present the town board with a menu
of options that it can choose from
to implement a policy related to the
legislation.
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