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Got gas
Energy supply firm hired

to tap Mercantile market
for S'town’s natural gas

By DAVID AMBRO

By purchasing natural gas directly from the
New York Mercantile Exchange through a private
supplier rather than from National Grid, the Town of
Smithtown hopes to reduce its gas bill by 20 percent,
a savings of close to $13,000 a month.

Cory Lewkowitz, president of the Garden City-
based company Ligero Energy, LLC made a
presentation to the Smithtown Town Board at a
special work session meeting Tuesday, January 12
about the savings that can be realized by purchasing
natural gas from an energy supply company (ESCO).
Mr. Lewkowitz said that he audited 80 bills from
the Town of Smithtown’s 30 natural gas accounts
(each gas meter is an account) over a two month
period, and determined that he could have cut the
cost of natural gas by $26,000 to $27,000 during
that period through a purchase from the Mercantile
Exchange.

Mr. Lewkowitz was introduced at the Town Board
meeting Tuesday by Town Comptroller Anthony
Minerva. Natural gas has been a deregulated market
in New York State since 1996, but Mr. Minerva said
that Ligero is the first ESCO that has offered to
purchase the lower rate natural gas for the town. Mr.
Minerva said that he and Town Purchasing Director
Joseph Kostecki have attempted on numerous
occasions in the past to purchase the less expensive
natural gas but with no results.

Mr. Lewkowitz said that National Grid favors
customers using ESCOs for the purchase of natural
gas. Mr. Minerva said that the town has solicited
service from ESCOs that had been recommended by
National Grid but none of them ever returned his
telephone calls. Mr. Minerva said Ligero Energy is
the first ESCO to make an offer to supply Smithtown
with natural gas. Mr. Minerva recommended that
the town board approve a contract with Ligero at the
January 21 meeting so that it can begin to realize
the savings by the February bill.

According to Mr. Minerva, the contract is on a
month-to-month basis and that natural gas will
continue to be provided to town facilities through
the National Grid system. Ligero will purchase from
the Mercantile Exchange the amount of natural
gas used by Smithtown and feed that gas into the
National Grid distribution system.

At Tuesday’s work session Smithtown Supervisor
Patrick Vecchio and Town Councilman Kevin Malloy
questioned Mr. Lewkowitz about the possibility
of providing the less expensive natural gas to
residential areas. Mr. Lewkowitz said that in some
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